
Good News – Camping season is only a short 
time away!  
Many of you have heard that, as part of the 
“Framework for Reopening Our Province,” Premier 
Ford announced on Thursday, May 14 that 
“private parks and campgrounds may open to 
enable preparation for the season and to allow 
access for trailers and recreational vehicles whose 
owners have full season contracts” as of Saturday, 
May 16, 2020. The announcement also stated that 
“marinas, boat clubs and public boat launches 
may open for recreational use.” 

These announcements are welcomed by UTRCA 
staff as much as they are by you! We weren’t sure if 
we would ever be able to open our parks, but this 
news gives us the go ahead to begin the process of 
preparing our facilities and staff to open for visitors.

What’s next?
Premier Ford stressed that, before opening, 
businesses must have plans and procedures in 
place to help keep staff and the public safe. We 
must ensure that our operations let visitors enjoy 
themselves while not contributing to a second wave 
of illness.

Since the announcement, we have been inundated 
with questions from people wanting to enjoy 
our parks, just like you. We are complying with 
the Premier’s message and will not be opening 
immediately. We expect to be opening sometime in 
June, but have not yet determined the exact date.

Under normal circumstances, seasonal staff would 
have been hired and trained weeks ago, and the 
parks would be opened. As you know, the last 59 
days have been far from normal, and it still isn’t 
clear what the new normal will look like. What is 
clear is although we are working towards opening, 
we need to be very cognizant of COVID-19 and its 
unprecedented impact on all of us.

Here is what we can share right now.

When will we be able to camp?
Staff have not established an opening date yet but 
expect to announce it on Friday, May 22.

Will seasonal camper updates continue?
Yes, we will continue to provide updates to ensure 
you are aware of opening preparations. If you 
have followed the pandemic information, you will 
understand that the situation is very fluid, which 
makes planning difficult. As pandemic reports 
change and directives from the Province and health 
units evolve, so will our plans and decisions.

Can we come in and prepare our campsites 
prior to the park opening?
While we recognize you are eager to get the season 
started and Premier Ford’s announcement spoke 
directly to “preparing,” at this time we ask that you 
follow the guidelines we provided in previous 
newsletters.
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Why aren’t the parks ready to open now?
The Province’s Closure of Outdoor Recreational 
Amenities Emergency Order, which deemed 
campgrounds as non-essential, restricted staff 
activities in the parks to risk management, 
enforcement and property patrols, and dam 
operations and checks. In addition, although our 
seasonal staff hiring was almost complete prior to 
the Emergency Order in March, we were not able to 
get staff in place, provide training, and prepare our 
infrastructure for the operating season.

Are the reservoirs open?
Our reservoirs remain closed at this time. Their 
opening will be included in our announcement next 
Friday.

What happens if there is a spike in COVID-19 
cases and the Province imposes another 
shutdown?
Based on information from medical professionals, 
this is a possibility that we need to acknowledge. 
In the unfortunate situation of a second wave of 
the pandemic, we will take our direction from the 
Province and health authorities.

Is safety still the priority?  
Our priority continues to be the safety of our staff 
and visitors. You will still be required to adhere 
to physically distancing requirements, group size 
restrictions, and personal hygiene instructions, 
and our staff will be doing the same. 
COVID-19 is still a very real concern and we will 
continue to follow the directives provided by local 
health officials and government. 

Despite all of the uncertainty, we are excited that 
the camping season is going to happen this year! 
Staff are committed to work hard to make that 
happen, while ensuring the safety of park visitors and 
themselves. What we don’t want to do is to rush to 
open and put people at risk because we didn’t plan 
everything through properly.

We encourage you to continue to follow government 
and health unit messaging about staying home for 
now, so you’re healthy when we do open.

Keep in touch – stay informed
UTRCA staff want to keep everyone apprised of 
decisions about the camping season. The best 
method is electronically and we encourage our 
campers to ensure we have the most up to date 
contact information. We will also post these updates 
on our websites.

For those of you who don’t have email, we will snail 
mail the information to you. Please understand that, 
because the impacts of COVID-19 change frequently, 
by the time you receive the updates, the decisions, 
directions and operations may have changed. You 
are responsible for ensuring you have the most up to 
date information pertaining to UTRCA decisions.

We encourage anyone without email to set up an 
account or ask a fellow camper to keep you apprised 
of communications so you have the most recent 
information.

Need to speak with park staff?
Please call the park directly and leave a message. Staff 
check these messages daily.

• Fanshawe CA: 519-951-6181 ext 367

• Pittock CA: 519-539-5088 ext 1

• Wildwood CA: 519-284-2292 ext 1434

Stay informed about COVID-19 impacts on UTRCA 
programs and services.

• fanshaweconservationarea.ca 
• pittockconservationarea.ca

• wildwoodconservationarea.ca
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